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Azerbaijan has a national commitment to reduce emissions by
40% by 2050 against a 1990 baseline, and Azerbaijan 2030 calls
for “all sectors... [to] reduce their impact on climate change” and
“emphasis [to] be placed on the introduction of clean
technologies” [5] [6]. 

At COP28, Azerbaijan committed to double the global average
annual rate of energy efficiency improvements.

Globally, buildings and construction are responsible for 21% of total greenhouse gas
emissions and buildings provide 40% of the solutions needed to double the rate of energy
intensity improvements by 2030 [2] [7]. The Built Environment is therefore a critical sector
for climate action.

At COP28, 28 countries came together to launch a collective platform to accelerate action
on buildings, focused on the goal that “near-zero emission and resilient buildings are the
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new normal by 2030” [8]. This ‘Buildings Breakthrough’ is supporting countries to
collaborate to harmonise global standards, aggregate sectoral demand, enhance private
financing, coordinate research and technology deployment, and bolster international
capacity-building, with a special emphasis on strengthening building codes.

The Buildings Breakthrough was inspired by voluntary action by businesses, cities and
other non-party stakeholders to support the transformation of the sector by setting 2030
targets such as the 2030 Built Environment Breakthrough, as well as the Race to Zero
Campaign, which requires a clear pathway to net zero by 2050 [9]. This is a good example
of an ambition loop: a virtuous circle where action by the private sector provides
governments with the confidence to shape a supportive regulatory, policy and finance
environment.
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Climate Change
-

Survey conducted among key industry representatives, 2024, based on ranked results to “Please rank the following challenges as
you look to reduce your environmental impact, in order of priority.”
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Business leaders recognised incentives, 'policy flexibility' and 'standardised regulations'
as key policy enablers for mobilising climate action in the Azerbaijan built environment:

Survey conducted among key industry representatives, 2024 “What are the key policy enablers needed to support the delivery of
sustainable buildings?”



1. PROMOTE DECARBONISATION
TARGETS

possible
Strive to be as ambitious as
possible and increase
ambition over time when
possible for the collective
group to push towards
greater adoption of emission
cuts to keep warming to
1.5°C.

5. INTEGRATE CLIMATE
MEASURES IN BUSINESS
MODELS



Pledge commitments: 3, 4, 5



The recommendations, presented on page 9, are part of ongoing work to establish key opportunities for decarbonising
Azerbaijan's built environment. A full report will summarise key findings of this working group, as well as the next steps
that need to be taken across key areas.
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