
Sr. Analyst, Nature, UN Race to Zero, EDF +Business

Raleigh, NC; New York, NY; Boston, MA; Washington DC

With world attention focused on both the environment and the economy, Environmental

Defense Fund (EDF) is where policymakers and business leaders turn for win-win solutions.

This leading green group, with programs from Boston to Beijing, has tripled in size over the past

decade by focusing on strong science, uncommon partnerships and market-based approaches.

You can be part of a vibrant workplace that welcomes diverse perspectives, talents and

contributions, where innovation and a focus on results are a way of life.

Overall Function

EDF+Business has been working with the private sector to address the world’s most pressing

environmental problems for over thirty years. The products we buy every day—from the food we

eat to the beauty products we use—are an integral part of the global economy, but their

production creates major climate, water and health impacts throughout the supply chain. The

EDF+Business Resilient Food and Forest team aims to reduce these impacts by working with

the food and agriculture sectors to enact change through their supply chains. We do this through

high-impact partnerships with companies such as Walmart and Tyson Foods; bipartisan policy

advocacy; and smart communications strategies to disseminate science-driven best practices. To

align with a 1.5 degree future, there’s much work to be done to equip a company to best achieve

its near term and long-term sustainability goals on the journey to net zero.

This role will be working both with the EDF+Business Resilient Food and Forest team and the

UN Climate Champions team to align efforts on the UN-backed Race to Zero global campaign.

The UN-backed Race to Zero program rallies leadership and support from businesses, cities,

regions, investors for a healthy, resilient, zero carbon recovery that prevents future threats,

creates decent jobs, and unlocks inclusive, sustainable growth. To win the race to zero emissions

by 2050, the world must achieve near term, 2030 Breakthroughs through alignment and

collaboration.

The Senior Analyst will focus specifically on the food and agriculture aspect of the 2030

Breakthroughs for Nature to articulate what key actors must do, and by when, to deliver the

systems change we need to achieve a resilient, zero carbon world in time. With a strong

emphasis on nature, climate, and agriculture, the Senior Analyst will focus efforts specifically on

the journey to net zero for land use including the food and agriculture sector. This position will

be executing on joint work between the UN-backed Race to Zero (RTZ) team and EDF.  The

position will be primarily focused on the “proceed” part of the RTZ, which has a focus on

accelerating action.  They will be reporting to the EDF+Business Food and Forest Manager.

This is a 1-year fixed-term position with opportunity for extension.

Key Responsibilities

● Align work between EDF Resilient Food & Forest team and the UN-Backed RTZ efforts.

● Support clarity of how natural climate solutions can be advanced within supply chain,

not limited to major food corporations via research, partnership building, and

stakeholder engagement. 

● Work with private sector actors to support actions on one or more of the 2030

Breakthrough ambitions. 

https://racetozero.unfccc.int/breakthroughs/


● Conduct a landscape review of requests that food companies face towards

nature-positive impact as well as a review and gap analysis of missing resources to drive

impact. 

● Assess guides for food companies on land use change to determine what more is needed

to spur leadership, building off of guides EDF has already created.

● Develop communications materials, including easy resource guides, toolkits and

factsheets, for the RTZ on land use & agricultural greenhouse gas mitigation in supply

chains including in context of nature positive narrative and key messages. 

● Serve as a connector between the RTZ Nature team and the EDF Food and Forests team.

Serve as a bridge between organizations for marketing and communication efforts

including identifying case studies.

● Participate as a core member of the Resilient Food and Forest team as well as the RTZ

Nature team and resilience team. Bring lessons learned to support the broader team

goals and priorities.

● Effectively navigate a matrixed team of business, economics, science and policy actors

across EDF and RTZ.

● Participate in advancing EDF DEI goals in which people from all backgrounds and

experiences feel connected, included, and empowered to address the environmental and

organizational challenges in alignment with EDF values.

● Identify nature-based solutions (NBS) investment opportunities in line with 2030 land

use breakthroughs. Evidencing financial flows towards NBS will be a critical deliverable

for COP27.

● Other relevant responsibilities as needed.

Qualifications

● Bachelor’s degree and at least four years of relevant work experience, or Master’s degree

and at least two years of relevant experience.

● Strong oral and written communication skills.

● Strong analysis and in-depth research skills.

● Strong project management skills.

● Knowledge of major climate impacts and opportunities from the food production, forests

and land use.

● Ability to translate scientific and technical concepts for private sector audiences.

● Demonstrated ability to flexibly adapt to evolving challenges and opportunities in a work

environment.

● Demonstrated capacity to bring constituents together toward a common goal, build

strategic relationships, and successfully advocate for environmental issues.

● Ability to work on multiple projects concurrently, both independently and as a member

of teams in a dynamic and creative environment.

● Ability to verbally and orally articulate and advocate for programmatic priorities among

small groups and in formal presentations.

● Demonstrates self-awareness, cultural competency and inclusivity, and ability to work

with colleagues and stakeholders across diverse cultures and backgrounds.

● Ability to travel up to 20% of the time.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZMAhVbjBdzWVL61ALzzTXlTwTC42NCbRcNRbZ6c7Qns/edit?usp=sharing

